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HARLINGEN - Senate Bill 98 has passed both houses of the Texas

Legislature paving the way for expansion of the Regional Academic Health Four arrested for allegedly smuagling 46
Center into a full-fledged medical school here. EOUHaS Of marijuana
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Paul Cowen, chief of staff for Lucio Jr., the bill's author, said that about Most Commented Stories
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creates the Health Science Center, which would include a medical school at Rio Grande Regional Hospital

and other possible schools, it would be eligible for (Permanent University
Fund) funding," Boswell said.
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"It will not authorize funding to actually create the Health Science Center Di Goodle
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"We also had help from Mayor Richard Cortez, of McAllen, who sent a
letter of support for this and testified before the (Texas) Senate, Rep. Aaron Pefia, Rep. Armando Martinez of Weslaco ...
they all supported it."

Boswell said expansion of the RAHC may come much sooner.

"There is still money in the (state) budget for the next item for the RAHC," he said. "It's a special item, we probably won't
know until (today). We're down to the one-yard line ... hopefully there will still be money. There's just a lot of fighting (in the
Legislature) for every single dollar. We're almost there. That's worked out very well."

Texas State Technical College-Harlingen will also receive more state funding, the mayor said.

"TSTC associate degree funding legislation, sponsored by Rep. Tara Rios Ybarra ... has passed," Boswell said. "It's still got to
go through a couple more steps before it goes over to the governor."




larger area, actually about an eight or nine-county South Texas area, that's the service area for this Health Science Center."
Harlingen officials will need to start planning in earnest to expand the RAHC and Health Science Center, the mayor said.
Elizarde said the first expansion will likely be the second and third floor of the RAHC.

The long-term prospects are much larger, Boswell said.

"If you were to envision a Health Science Center, you have to look at what was at San Antonio 35 years ago, when there were
just two silos out there," the mayor said. "Now they have basically built up almost 300 acres of facilities. Just use your
imagination. They've got a medical school, a dental school, a nursing school ... a four-year medical school would probably need
another building of some kind and whatever goes with it."

Cowen said education programs at RAHC are currently being re-tooled to fit UT guidelines.

"The next step is for us to work very closely with the board of regents, with the health science center in San Antonio so we
start building the faculty - the infrastructure so to speak," He said.

In addition to Cameron and Hidalgo counties, the bill also allows for the new school facilities in Bee, Brooks, Jim Hogg, Jim
Wells, Kenedy, Kleberg, Nueces, Starr, Willacy and Zapata counties.

"It will be a tremendous impact, bigger than anything you've ever seen," Cowen said. "You can have your child go through high
school, through college and then right into this thing, right in the same place and never leave town."
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Reader Comments

From the editor: Many of you have expressed concerns about some of the harsh anonymous comments from
readers. To remedy that, we are introducing new features. You can create your own blog, publish your news and
share your photos with the community. Once you fill out a simple form and leave a verifiable e-mail address, you
can set up your profile page. It will display all of your contributions and allow you to track issues and easily
connect with others.

We want our site to be a place where people discuss and debate ideas that foster stronger communities. We built
this for you. Please take care of it. Tolerate broad thinking, but take action against obscene or hateful material.
Make it a credible and safe place worth preserving and sharing.
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